
Protected Area Finance Working Group

Networking Meeting
Chair, Charles Besancon

Chair, Protected Areas Finance Working Group

Owner, Global Park Solutions



Protected Areas Finance 
Working Group

• 81 members

• Composed of:
• PA managers

• Consultants

• Government

• Non-governmental organizations

• Private sector business

• Education

• “Advancing global thinking and planning 
for sustainable financing of protected area 
systems”



Protected Areas Finance Working Group 
Background and context
• PAFWG evolved from recommendations from the Conservation 

Finance Stream organized at the Durban IUCN World Parks Congress 
in 2003

• CF Pavilion a highlight for many at Sydney World Parks Congress in 
2014



Protected Areas Finance Working Group 
Issues of interest
• Global PA finance gap

• Capacity and training for PA Practitioners to access and utilize PA finance

• PA business planning

• Using climate finance for PAs (issues of additionality may be a barrier)

• Best practice in increasing funds for PAs (concessions, entry fees, etc.)

• etc.



Protected Areas Finance Capacity Survey

• Available in Spanish, French and 
English

• Sent through numerous social 
networks and listservs

• 130 valid responses were received 
for the survey: 105 in English, 17 in 
Spanish and 8 in French



Report now 
available online:

https://www.conservationfinancealliance.org/protected-areas-finance

https://www.conservationfinancealliance.org/protected-areas-finance


Organizational 
affiliation of 
respondents



PA 
Funding 
Adequacy

n = 119

n = 10

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

N Y



Regional Variation in funding adequacy



PA finance 
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Preferred training delivery



Report conclusions

• Survey results provide an ideal starting point to align and synergize global, 
regional, and national efforts to build financial capacity among PA staff and 
practitioners

• Results present an important opportunity to develop partnerships and further 
articulate how we can join together to raise global standards for capacity and 
expertise in PA finance

• An agenda for protected area finance global capacity building?



Protected Area Finance Working Group 
Networking time


