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Background

• 1 million species are at imminent risk of 
extinction due to human activities 

• PAs have been shown to be extremely 
effective at maintaining nature 

• PAs widely recognized as the cornerstone 
of conservation policy

• PAs and OECMs are constrained by a lack of 
sufficient and/or reliable financial 
resources 



PA Finance Capacity

• Many PAs lack capacity for even basic financial accounting and 
reporting, let alone expertise to evaluate and implement effective and 
innovative sources of finance. 

Gill, David A., et al. "Capacity shortfalls hinder the performance of marine 
protected areas globally." Nature 543.7647 (2017): 665. 



PA Finance Capacity

• Most protected areas considered their funding status to be 
insufficient for successful implementation of the PA objectives

Balmford, A., P. Gravestock, N. Hockley, C.J. McClean, C.M. Roberts, 2014, 
The worldwide costs of marine protected areas, Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, 101 (26) 9694-9697; DOI: 10.1073/pnas.0403239101 



CFA Protected Areas Finance Working Group 

• Advancing global thinking and planning for sustainable financing of 
protected area systems

• To inform the future work of the Working Group, a survey of PA 
practitioners was conducted in 2019 to identify capacity gaps



Protected Areas Finance Capacity Survey

• Available in Spanish, French and 
English

• Sent through numerous social 
networks and listservs

• 130 valid responses were received 
for the survey: 105 in English, 17 in 
Spanish and 8 in French



Regions where respondents live
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Protected Areas Finance Capacity Survey
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Regional Variation in funding adequacy
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Conclusions

• Survey results provide an ideal starting point to align and synergize global, 
regional, and national efforts to build financial capacity among PA staff and 
practitioners

• Results present an important opportunity to develop partnerships and further 
articulate how we can join together to raise global standards for capacity and 
expertise in PA finance

• An agenda for protected area finance global capacity building?



Report now 
available online:

https://www.conservationfinancealliance.org/protected-areas-finance

https://www.conservationfinancealliance.org/protected-areas-finance

