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Conservation Trust Funds 2020:

Global Vision, Local Action

• Comprehensive analysis of CTF

• Trends from the past decade

• Look ahead to the future.

Available on the CFA website:

conservationfinancealliance.org/10-year-review
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CTFs

• 40 new since 

2010

• 108 worldwide

• 20-30 Years!

• 14 closed
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Key Enabling Conditions

• Leadership 

• Start-up commitment

• Flexible founding documents

• Endowments
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Building Trust

• Transparent reporting

• Efficient administrative response 

capacity

• Continuity 

• Ability to partner

• Long-term focus
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>US$570 
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Multi-year Conservation Trust Investment Survey

What do top performers have in common?

• Asset allocation: 

50-60% equities, some alternatives, minimal cash, 20-30% fixed income 

• Investments held in hard currencies

• External professional investment advisors

• Globally diversified portfolios
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A few conclusions from the last 10 years

• Growing sector

• Work with SDGs will require greater impact measures

• Endowments have been an anchor of stable capital that has spurred 

innovation in financial mechanisms

• Niche is linking global priorities with effective local investments

• High performers lead with private sector engagement, accreditation, 

and new financial mechanisms. 
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Case Studies

Public-Private 

Challenges in 

CTF Governance

Evolution of Private 

Sector Engagement 

Strategies

Integrating Finance for 
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Launching 
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Capacity 

Building for 
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Thank you to our donors



Thank you to the Task Force
• María Luisa Hernández and Zdenka

Piskulich (Asociación Costa Rica por Siempre)

• Bryna Griffin (BirdLife/Trillion Trees)

• Pema Choephyel (Bhutan Trust Fund for 
Environmental Conservation)

• Yabanex Batista and Karen McDonald 
Gayle (Caribbean Biodiversity Fund)

• David Meyers (Conservation Finance Alliance)

• Veronica Chang, Judith Reyes, Andrew 
Schatz and Christopher Stone (Conservation 
International)

• Camila Monteiro (Convergencia Sustentabilidade)

• Fenosoa Andriamahenina (Fundação BioGuine)

• Mark Zimsky (Global Environment Facility)

• María José González (Mesoamerican Reef Fund)

• Carl Bruessow (Mulanje Mountain Conservation 
Trust)

• Lorenzo J. de Rosenzweig and Karina 
Ugarte (Terra Habitus A.C.)

• Robbie Bovino and Munira Bashir (The Nature 
Conservancy)

• Stuart Dainton (World Wildlife Fund-UK)

• Melissa Moye (World Wildlife Fund-US)

• Ray Victurine, Tom Clements, and Katy 
Mathias (Wildlife Conservation Society)

• Scott Lampman (United States Agency for 
International Development) 

Thanks also to the CFA’s Environmental Funds Working Group 

and the CTIS Advisory Committee for input and review



Thank you!

Amílcar Guzmán Valladares
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